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PREFATORY 


Tue beautiful book which Lord Plymouth presents to the 
Club, and which he honours me by asking me to introduce, is 
a remarkable member of that great class of manuscripts upon which 
in the thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries the skill of the very 
best artists was spent—the Psalters. 

During the period I have named, the Psalter was the ‘ Book 
of Common Prayer’ for the great layman, the great mmf and the 
great ecclesiastic. It had occupied this position for several centuries. 
Books like the Utrecht Psalter and the Psalter of Charles the Bald 
(to name but two leading examples) divide with the Gospel books 
the honour of being the best examples of calligraphy and decoration 
in the ninth century: and the succession is unbroken down to the 
early years of the fourteenth. After that we find fewer great Psalters 
and more Books of Hours, and for the remainder of the mediaeval 
period the Book of Hours has the pre-eminence. 

The example before us was done for, or at least owned by, the 
Prior, the second in command, of one of our greatest abbeys ; and 
it has strong claims to be looked upon as a local production. It 
would be rash to dogmatize on that point, for it undeniably belongs 
to a period when the making of the most beautiful books was passing 
out of the hands of the monks into those of professional secular 
artists. Still, it is my present belief that such books as this, whether 
written and painted by professed monks or seculars, were done 
within the walls of the abbeys and under the supervision of the 
religious, and, as can be demonstrated in some instances, were 
definitely influenced by the works of art which surrounded the 
makers of them. And I feel that some writers, in their anxiety to 
do justice to the secular artist, run the risk of being unjust to the 
monk. There has been a time, no doubt, when the share of the 
latter has been exaggerated. That is no reason why it should now 
be ignored. 

I proceed to the detailed description of the book, in the 
preparation for which I have, as usual, been materially assisted by 
Mr. S. C, Cockerell, who, by selecting and supervising the plates, 
and by the loan of notes and photographs which supplemented my 
own collections, has much increased the debt of gratitude which 


I already owed him. 
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Description and Contents of the Manuscript 


THE manuscript numbered 53 (formerly E. 12) in the Library 
of Corpus Christi College, Cambridge, is a vellum book, measuring 
132 in. by gi, of 210+2 leaves. It consists of two parts, almost 
wholly written in the early years of the fourteenth century, but with 
a few additions of the first years of the fifteenth. 

The structure is expressed in the following formula : 

a’ | 1°-3° | 47-17" 18? | 19” 20’ (wanting 11, 12). 
Of these divisions, @ consists of two fly-leaves ; quires 1-3 contain 
the Kalendar on six leaves and pictures on twelve; 4—18 the Psalter, 
Offices, and Chronicles of England and of Peterborough; 19, 20 
the Bestiary. 
On a fly-leaf, in a large hand, slightly later than that of the 
text, is: 

Psalterium fratris Hugonis de Stiuecle : prioris. 

The word prioris being probably a later addition. 


The contents, in detail, are : 


Kalendar, in red and black. f, 1 
Twelve leaves with pictures. f, 7 
The Psalter in double columns of 17 lines in a very large, 
tall, upright hand. f, 19 
Cantica and Litany (in which the suffrage for the Pope 
is erased). f, 153 


The Collects following the Litany are : 
Deus cui proprium est miserert 
Omnipotens sempiterne deus qut facis mirabilia 
Pretende domine 
Ure igni 
Acciones nostras 
Adesto domine 
Al domo tua quesumus domine repellantur 
Deus a quo sancta desideria 
Ecclesie tue quesumus 
Animabus quesumus 
Deus qui es sanctorum 
Commendacio animarum. f, 171 
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In a hand of cent. xiv early ; double columns of 32 lines : 
A Chronicle of England in French from Brutus to the death 
of Edward I. f, 1804 
Deuant la natiuite nostre seignur mil et cc. anz uint 
brutus le fiz siluius en engletere 

The first hand ends on 184 @ (on Edward I): 

Cil regna xxxiilj. anz et x. meis si morust et git a wey- 
moster. 

A hand of about the year 1400 continues : 

Apres cesti Roi eduuard vint sire eduuard soun fiiz 
ending on 184 4 with the coronation of Henry IV: 
lan de grace mil. ccc. nonaunttime et neofyme. 
In the first hand of the above chronicle : 
A chronicle of Peterborough Abbey : f. 185 
Anno ab incarnacione domini Dc° quinquagesimo, ab 
aduentu Sancti Augustini lv°, fundata fuit ecclesia de medeshamstede 
que nunc Burg uocatur. 

The first hand goes down to abbot William de Wodeford 

(d. 1299): 
per iii annos ecclesiam bene rexit et mortuus est. 
The second hand (that which continues the Chronicle of 
England) goes on : f. 186 3} 
Godefridus de croiland 
and ends with William Genge (1396-1408) : 
soluend’ dicto abbati infra duos annos prox’ post annum 
creacionis eiusdem (f. 187 4). 

Neither of these brief chronicles seems to have been printed : 
the second is referred to by Tanner, &c., but not by Hardy in his 
Catalogue of Materials. I have had it transcribed, but I do not 
think it conveys any fresh information. 

f, 188 is blank. 

In a very beautiful hand of cent. xiv early ; double columns 
of 42 lines: 

A Bestiary. f. 189 

Bestiarum uocabulum proprie conuenit leonibus pardis 
The section on beasts ends with Ericius, followed by Formica. 
That on birds begins on f. 198 4: 
Unum autem nomen auium, 
ending with dna, Apes, and 
Perindens (ssc) est arbor in india 
, statim a diabolo deuoratus est. 


Then follow reptiles : 
B 2 
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Anguis omnium serpentum est genus, f, 204 4 
ending with the section Uermis : 
sicque agitatus perlabitur. 
The section on fishes begins f. 207 4: 
Pisces dicti unde et pecus a pascendo, 
ending, on Rane, f. 2104: 
ut luligo et huic similia. 


The poem : 
Cur mundus militat sub uana gloria, 2104 
in 40 lines, ending : 
Felix qui poterit mundum contempnere. 
It is printed in Wright’s Poems of W. Mapes (Camden Society, 
1841), p. 147. The following variants occur : 


Wright, |. 9. duris MS. auris 
11,12. fallax falsus 
I2. ac et 
22. Tot ora Tot tuta 
25, 26. gloria gaudia 
gaudia gloria 
27. quae tamen qui semper 
30. Orros O ro 


This assemblage of contents is remarkable. We do not often 
find a stately Psalter of this kind embracing texts which are quite 
unconnected with the Church service: in fact I am at a loss for 
another instance. There are plenty of cases in which the Psalter 
is so diversified with pictures as to orm almost a guide to the Bible 
and the Lives of the Saints : Queen Mary’s Psalter is a case in point, 
and the same is true of some early copies of the Horae; but the 
addition of extraneous fexts such as Chronicles and Bestiaries seems 
to me quite exceptional. 


History and Provenance of the Manuscript 


Ir was one of the books bequeathed to Corpus Christi College 
by Matthew Parker, Archbishop of Canterbury, at his death in 1575. 
There is nothing in his correspondence or, I believe, elsewhere, to 
show where he procured it. In his inventory of his bequest it is 
described as: E. 12. Psalterium scriptum cum historia gallica et 
animalium (Jzczpit) Januarii circumcisio domini. 
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Its origin, however, is not doubtful. It belonged, we have seen, 
to Hugo de Stiuecle, Prior, and in the Kalendar, at Oct. 5 or 6, is 
added, in a charter-hand: Obitus Hugonis de Stiuecle quondam 
Prioris Burg. It contains, moreover, a chronicle of Peterborough 
Abbey, and in the Kalendar and the Litany, as we shall see, the 
characteristic Peterborough saints and festivals are found. 

It is, then, a Peterborough book. Of its owner one cannot 
expect to learn much. The place Stiuecle, from which he came, 
must be either Great or Little Stukeley in Huntingdonshire, not 
Stewkley in Bucks. There is no discoverable list of the Priors of 
Peterborough, but there is not much room for doubt that Hugo’s 
tenure of office must fall between 1299, when Walter de Walling- 
ford was Prior, and 1321, when we find Alexander de Wistow. 
The latest date written by the original hand in the Kalendar is the 
obit of John Earl de Warenne in 1304. The original hand of the 
Chronicle of England goes down to 1307, that of the Chronicle of 
Peterborough only to 1299. I should place the writing in or 
about the year 1310. 


The entries in the Kalendar and Litany which I have noted as 
characteristic or interesting are these : 


Jan. 4. Eadwardi reg. C. 
19. Wlstani Ep. C. 
Feb. 3. Werburge V., added early. 
28. Oswaldi archiep. 
Mar. 1. Dauid. 
6. Translacio Kyneburge Kyneswythe ac Tybbe duplex, 
in red. 
Ap. 3. Ricardi Ep. C., ix red. 
19. Aelphegi. 
May. 19. Dunstan, zm red. 
June. 3. Obitus Rogeri de Essesse, 1% red. 
22. Etheldrede. 
July. 7. Translatio S. Thome M., red, erased, and rewritten 
in cent. XU1. 
Aug. 5. Oswald (K. M.), added late in red. 
Sept. 4. Cuthberti Ep. C. 
15. Festiuitas reliquiarum Sarum duplex.  f. ix lect. 
16. Edithe V. 1x lect. 
24. Dedicacio ecclesie S. Trinitatis Norwici, 7” red. 
27. Obitus domini Iohannis Comitis Warenn’ A° gracie 


M°. CCC°. iiij’., 1% margin, original hand, in red. 
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Sept. 28. Dedicacio ecclesie Burgi principale, ix red. 
Oct. 4. Francisci C. et doctoris, iz red. — 
5 or 6. Obitus Hugonis de Stiuecle quondam Prioris Burg. ‘ 
added tn the margin, in charter-hand. 
21. Lhe 11,000 Virgins erased. 
Nov. Edmund the Confessor and Edmund the king are both 
in red. 
Dec. 3. Obitus dyonisie de Styrop. 
10. Obitus lecie matris domini oliueri de Wysete. 
15. Obitus domini Willelmi de Warenn’. 
29. St. Thomas of Canterbury erased and rewritten in red. 


Of the few obits the only ones, besides that of the owner, about 
which I find anything to say are: (1) that of John Earl of Warenne, 
27 Sept. 1304 (Doyle’s Oficial Baronage, iii. 472, gives the year 
as 1305) ; he was son of Earl William, was born in 1205, and suc- 
ceeded in 1240). (2) dominus Will. de Warenne, Dec. 15. None 
of the four Earls William died on this date, according to Doyle. 
William the father of John (succ. 1202,d. 1240) died on May 27. 
(3) Wysete (Dec. 10) seems likely to be Wissett in Suffolk : I find 
an Oliver de Vaux connected with this place, whose son John was 
living 1278. (Coppinger, Suffolk Manors, v. 402.) 

Of the feasts, those most markedly characteristic of Peterborough 
are the beaieaabinns of SS. Kyneburga, Kyneswitha, and Tibba (the 
first two from Castor, the third from Ryhale), on March 6, and of 
course the Dedication of the Church, on Sept. 28 (which took place 
in 1238). Others which are proper to the place are curiously neg- 
lected : e. g. Guthlac, Zthelwold, Hugh of Lincoln. Oswald K. M. 
is here a later addition: yet he was specially honoured at Peter- 
borough, for his arm was one of the great relics of the house. Again, 
Florentinus M. ought to appear on Sept. 28, but does not. His 
relics were bought by Abbot lfsi, from the French Abbey of Bon- 
neval, for £500 in 1013. 

In other Peterborough Kalendars the Feast of the Relics is on 
Oct. 26. 

The Dedication of the Church of Norwich (the Cathedral 
Priory) is noteworthy. I do not think it is a regular feature in 
Peterborough Kalendars. 

In the Litany, among Apostles, St. Peter has a double invoca- 
tion as patron (Sancte Petre II). Among Martyrs, Oswald is placed 
second, and Florentinus follows. The list ends with Alban, Edmund, 
Elphege, and Thomas, the last erased. Confessors include : ‘ #thel- 
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uuolde (5th) . . . Cuthberte, Guthlace, Uuiffride, Suithune, Dun- 
stane, Iohannes (John of Beverley), Aidane, Botulphe, Egidi, 
Leonarde, Iuliane, Uulstane, Hugo II (Hugh of Lincoln with double 
invocation), Edmunde (of Canterbury ).’ 

Virgins, &c.: ‘Kyneburga, Kynesuuitha, Tibba, . . . Ethel- 
dritha, Sexburga, Werburga.’ 

It may be worth while to note that Kyneburg and Kyneswith 
were daughters of Penda King of Mercia and sisters of the founder 
of Peterborough. Kyneburg was married to Alchfrith or Aldfrid, 
son of Oswy of Northumbria, but left him to become Abbess of 
Castor: Kyneswith was her companion there. ‘Tibba, buried at 
Ryhale, ranked as the patroness of falconers. The Peterborough 
Consuetudinary at Lambeth (MSS. 198, 198 4) has this interesting 
entry: at the feast of SS. Kyneburg and Kyneswith (198, f. 183) 
‘Altare ipsarum virginum quod ex parte australi situatur decenter 
pannis et tapetis ornabitur et cum byndlynges ante altare straminetur 
. . . Preterea canopeus sericus qui vocatur a laicis Kynburghys 
Kelle cum fusili (a spindle) filo pleno ante altare illarum pendentur.’ 
An Office and Hymn for these Saints is in the Peterborough service- 
book, MS. no. 10, at Magdalene College, Cambridge. 


Decoration of the Manuscript 


THE manuscript contains, besides figure-subjects, a large num- 
ber of purely decorative initials, of which the plates show a sufficient 
number of examples. They are not so remarkable, or at any rate 
do not deviate so far from the ordinary grooves of the art of their 
time, as to require special description. I may, therefore, pass at once 
to the figure-subjects, all of which (except some of the medallions 
illustrating the Kalendar) are reproduced in the plates. 


The book contains four sets of pictures : 
i. Kalendar-pictures. 
il. Pictures preceding the Psalter. 
11. Pictures in the Psalter. 
iv. Pictures in the Bestiary. 


All of these are cycles of frequent occurrence, and in three out 
of the four the subjects are more or less stereotyped. The greatest 
room for variation occurs in the pictures preceding the Psalter. 


a So Se ee 
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KALENDAR-PICTURES 


1. Kalendar-pictures. 


The Kalendar has two medallions with gold grounds in the 


lower margin of each page (except in Yanuary, where they are 
placed at the side) illustrating the Zodiacal signs and the occupa- 
tion of each month. 


Jan. 


Feb, 


Mar. 


Ap. 
May. 


June. 
Fuly. 


Sept. 


~—6 Oct. 
Nov. 


a. 


QS 


Sw 


WR WA N 


W aR 


Google 


R WR HRW 


YQ XR WR AA 


A three-faced figure seated at table, drinking with his 
left face, eating with his right: a boar’s head is on 
the table. 


. Agquarius,a woman in blue seated full-face, with two 


bottles. 


. Sits facing /. by a fire, and hooks a piece of meat out of 


a pot. Usually he is warming his foot, having pulled 
off his shoe. 
. Pisces. 


. Ina hat, facing /.: he prunes a tree (usually a vine). 


Aries. 


. Rides to Z with hawk on hand. 


Taurus. 


. A girl sits full-face on the grass, holding flowers in each 


hand. 


. Gemini, nude, linked 7 their arms passed round each 


other’s back : a blank shield in front of them. 


. In broad hat, mowing (often weeding). 


Cancer. 


In broad hat, reaping (often mowing hay). 
Leo. 


. Threshing (often reaping corn). 
. Virgo holding a palm. 
. Two figures: the one on / with a stick, and a 4oste of 


grapes on his back, faces the other who stands in 
a vat of grapes, with one cluster in the lap of his 
tunic, and eating another. 


. Libra held by a woman who has a ball in her /. hand. 


These are reproduced in the first plate. 


. Sows from a wooden barrel-like vessel. 

. Scorpius. 

. Beats an oak-tree, for the benefit of a pig. 

. Sagittarius,a centaur-figure shooting an arrow backward ; 


his hind feet are lion-like. 


. Slaughters a pig with the back of an axe. 


. Capricornus in the fabulous form, half goat, half cornu 


copiae. 
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The series as presented here does not call for much remark ; 
if one were prepared to trace it from its origin, in (probably) the 
late classical period, through the maze of pavements, sculptured 
portals, frescoes, and picture-books in which it occurs, a most fas- 
cinating and instructive, but also a most bulky, monograph would 
emerge. As it is, I leave it, with two observations: one, that the 
execution of these medallions is perhaps a little perfunctory ; the 
other, that the series corresponds reasonably well, though not per- 
fectly, with the commonest of the memorial verses embodying the 
list of subjects. They run thus : 


Fan., Feb., Mar. Poto. lignacremo, de uite superflua demo. 

Ap., May, Fune. Do gramen gratum. mihi flos seruit. mihi 
pratum. 

July, Aug., Sept. Fenum declino. messes meto. vina propino. 

Oct., NNov., Dec. Semen humi iacto. mihi pasco sues. mihi 
macto. 


li. Pictures preceding the Psalter. 


This is another case in which the tracing of the origin of the 
cycles—for there are many—would mean a whole volume. I am 
forced to be content with a few sentences. 

The custom of prefixing a series of pictures to the Psalter 
I believe to be English in origin. I do not know of any foreign ex- 
amples earlier in date than Nero C. iv, Tiberius C. vi, the Hunting- 
field Psalter (Pierpont Morgan), the York Psalter at Leyden, the 
Hunterian Psalter (also Northern) at Glasgow, all of which fall 
well within the twelfth century. That the fashion was current in 
France is of course certain, and the finest examples we have are 
French—the Ingeburg Psalter at Chantilly, the Psalters of St. Louis 
and of Isabel, and, very probably, the unparalleled series of Bible- 
pictures recently acquired by Mr. Pierpont Morgan from the Phil- 
lipps collection. But all these are later than the English examples 
I have named. That is a thesis which I put forward to be com- 
bated or confirmed. 

Next we have to inquire what the pictures illustrated. Our 
twelfth-century examples include in varying proportions Old and 
New Testament subjects, and some add effigies and lives of saints. 
In some of the French examples the life of David bulks very large : 
and this suggests the question whether the cycle did not grow back- 
wards and forwards out of the picture of David (with or without his 
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musicians) which is commonly found as a frontispiece in early 
Psalters. It is possible, but the presence of Genesis-subjects in 
nearly all the oldest of the books makes me doubt it. 

As time goes on, the Old Testament element tends to disap- 
pear in favour of scenes from the life of Christ, the life of the 
Virgin, and effigies or histories of saints. This is broadly true, 
though it happens that, one of the most copious of the Old Testa- 
ment histories is that prefixed to Queen Mary’s Psalter, by no 
means an early member of our series. 

In our book there is no Old Testament scene, and we have an 
arrangement to which I cannot cite a parallel. It may be called 
a series of diptychs. On the pages which correspond to the out- 
side of the leaves of the diptych we have two pairs of figures, apostles 
and prophets, in pale colours; on the interior of the leaves are 
paintings in full colours on gold grounds. Of these paintings the 
firs five illustrate what may be called the Joys of the Virgin ; 
the+ next four the Passion, or four of the Sorrows of the Virgin ; 
the last three have effigies of the Virgin, of Christ, and of three 
saints. 

I now proceed to a more detailed description of the series. 

a. The prophets and apostles stand, two on a page, under 
architectural canopies ; sometimes there is a central shaft between 
them, sometimes not. There is an external frame with the usual 
squares of ornament at the corners, and often a projecting spray of 
leaves. There are no coloured grounds. The tints are flat: pale 
green, blue, pink, brown, &c. Each apostle holds a scroll with 
a clause of the creed, and each prophet one with a corresponding 
prophecy. Their names are written in red below the frame. 

6. The other paintings are on gold grounds with incised pat- 
terns. The frames are in colours, and patterned. In most cases 
there is a trefoil or cingfoil canopy above the figures, and in the 
spandrels is further architectural ornament. The colour is full and 
fine: faces have often a dab of pink on the cheek. Most of the 
original red silk guards remain. 

In this series of pictures, as Mr. S. C. Cockerell pointed out to 
me, there is a rather marked resemblance in the drawing of faces, 
hair, &c. (and coincidences in composition are not lacking), to the 
work in Queen Mary’s Psalter—not so much in the tinted drawings 
which constitute the great distinction of that book, as in the more 
conventional series of pictures in the text. Our Peterborough artist 
(so to call him) is, however, nowhere superior, if equal, to those 


who produced the other book. 
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The pictures are as follows : 

1. Prophet Jeremias, with scroll: Patrem uocabis me dicit 
dominus (Jer. iii. 19). Apostle Petrus: Credo in deum patrem 
omnipotentem creatorem celi et terre. 

In these compositions the prophet almost always stands on the 
left, and always wears the peculiar loose cap with a small peak at 
the top, which in this period is the special mark of Old Testament 
personages. The apostle carries no attribute. 

2. The Annunciation, under a trefoiled arch. Both figures 
are standing, the angel on /. with a scroll: avez Maria GrR., the 
Virgin with a book. Ai lily-pot is between them. : 

3. The Nativity, under a cusped cingfoil. The Virgin reclines 
head to /., holding the swaddled Child. Joseph, in cap, sits on z., 
with his r. hand supporting hishead. The manger, with the heads 
of the ass (/.) and ox seen over it, in the centre. The composition 
in Queen Mary, p. 148, is very close to this. 

4. Apostle Andreas with scroll: Et in thesum christum filium 
eius unicum dominum nostrum. Prophet Dauid: Filius meus es tu 
ego hodie genui te (Ps. ii. 7 ). 

Only here and in 17 does the prophet stand on the +. 

5. Prophet Ysatas: Ecce uirgo concipiet et pariet fillium 
(vil. 14). Apostle Iacobus: Qui conceptus est de spiritu sancto, natus 
ex maria uirgine. 

6. The Resurrection, under trefoiled arch. In front, three 
knights in mail, sleeping. The one on /. hasa yellow shield with two 
chevrons saé/e. The foremost one on 7. has shin-pieces of plate’ 
armour and knee-caps with rosettes: his shield is circular. The 
third has his shield slung at his back. On the / end of the oblong, 
lidless tomb kneels an angel, with joined hands, facing r. Christ 
bearing a slender cross with pennon, and clad only in a mantle, 
steps out of the tomb, blessing. 

7. The Ascension, ina plain frame without architectural embel- 
lishment. The feet of Christ (with the: print of the nails) are seen 
at the top ascending into a cloud. Below stand seven figures, the 
Virgin in c. with a book, three apostles on either side. There is 
no hill. 

8. Prophet Daniel: Post ebdomadas. (xii. occiditur Christus 
(ix. 26). Apostle Johannes: Passus sub poncio pilato crucifixus 
mortuus et sepultus. 

g. Prophet Oseas: O mors ero mors tua morsus tuus ero in- 
ferne (xii. 14). Apostle Zhomas: Descendit ad inferna tercia die 


resurrexit @ mortuss. 
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10. The Coronation of the Virgin. Plain frame. TheVirgin (/) 
and the Son sit on one marble seat, a slab of mottled marble below 
their feet. His 7. hand touches the crown on her head. His /. rests 
on the triply-divided globe. In the angles at top are two small 
angels descending out of clouds and swinging censers, the chains of 
which cross each other. 

These subjects, Annunciation, Nativity, Resurrection, Ascen- 
sion, Coronation, may be taken as illustrating the Joys of the Virgin. 
I believe the date has yet to be determined of the settling of the 
cycle of Five (or Seven) Joys and Sorrows of the Virgin which we 
find fully established in the fifteenth century. 

In spite of the emphasis given to the Apostles’ Creed, we can 
hardly call the series an illustration of that Creed : it includes much 
that is foreign thereto, and omits much that is essential. 

The four subjects which follow illustrate the Passion, but the 
Virgin is introduced wherever possible, so that these may be called 
Sorrows of the Virgin. Either the Deposition, Pieta, or Entomb- 
ment is wanted to make up a set of five. 

11. The Betrayal, under cingfoil arch. On /. Peter cuts off 
the top of Malchus’s head, not his ear. Malchus, full face, is bel- 
lowing with pain. Next, farther off, an ugly servant holds up 
a lantern in his A hand and a long-handled axe in his7. In. is 
Christ, whom Judas (with a nimbus in outline) kisses, while a bearded 
man clutches His robe. 

12. Prophet Amos: Qui edificat in celum ascencionem suam 
(ix. 6). Apostle Jacobus maior: Ascendit ad celos sedet ad dexteram 
dei patris omnipotentis. Maior must be a mistake here for minor. 

13. Prophet Lohe/: In ualle iosaphath iudicabit omnes gentes 
(iil. 12, ascendant gentes in uallem Losaphat, quia 1bi sedebo ut 
iudicem omnes gentes in circuitu: ct. iil. 2, Congregabo omnes gentes 
et deducam eas in uallem Iosaphat). Apostle Philippus: Inde 
uenturus est tudicare uiuos et mortuos. 

14. The Scourging, under cingfoil arch. Christ is bound to 
the slender central shaft, and faces the spectator. An executioner 
is on either side, as usual, and the one on /. holds the rope attached 
to Christ’s wrists. 

15. The Bearing of the Cross, under trefoiled arch. A man 
in tunic and cap on 7”., lays his 7. hand on Christ’s shoulder and 
holds the rope attached to Christ’s wrists. Christ is bleeding from 
the scourge. The Virgin and St. John (weeping) follow. 

16. Prophet dggeus: Spiritus meus erit in medio uestri (i. 6). 
Apostle Bartholomeus: Credo in spiritum sanctum. 
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17. Apostle Matheus: Sanctam ecclesiam catholicam sanctorum 
communionem. Prophet Sophonias: Hec est ciuitas gloriosa que dicit 
extra me non est (Zeph. i. 15). 

This is a curious choice : the words in the original are part of 
an invective against Assyria and prophecy of her doom. The text 
does not generally form part of the cycle, nor does that of Haggai, 
which precedes it. 

18. The Crucifixion, under cingfoil arch. Three nails are 
used : the cross is markedly slender ; the attitude of the body, bent, 
and with raised (not horizontal) arms, is that so characteristic of the 
period. The Virgin stands on /, hae with book on 7. 

Here follow devotional pictures of the Virgin, Christ, and Saints. 

19. Under two trefoiled arches, without central shaft: 

/, The Virgin and Child, she holding a flower, He a fruit. 

r. St. Christopher standing in mid-stream, leaning on an oar, 
the child Christ, with the orb, on his shoulder. In the water 
dre fish. 
20. Prophet Malachias: Cum odio habuerts dimitte (ii. 16). 
Apostle Symon: Remissionem peccatorum. 

21. Prophet Zacharias: Suscitabo filtios uestros (ix. 13). 
Apostle Ladeus (beardless) : Carnis resurreccionem. 

22. Plain frame. Within a lozenge, Christ seated full-face, 
blessing, His 7. hand resting on the triply-divided orb. In the 
spandrels the four Evangelistic emblems: (top /.) the angel emerging 
from a cloud with scroll, MarHeus; (bottom /) the lion, marcus ; 
(bottom 7.) the ox, Lucas; (top 7.) the eagle, tonannes. The subject 
is of course of the commonest, but the parallel in Queen Mary, 293, 
is very close. 

23. Under trefoil arch : 

/, St. James the Great, a pilgrim’s wallet with scallop slung 
‘round his neck, a book in his 7. hand, a staff in his /, 

r. St. John Baptist, in robe with hairy edge, points with his 
r. hand to a disk bearing the Lamb and flag which he carries in 
his /, arm. 

24. Prophet dbdias: Et erit regnum domini: amen (v. 21). 
Apostle Mathias: Uitam eternam: amen. 

The set of prophecies which appears here is not the commonest. 
I find it in two manuscripts of English origin, the Taymouth Horae, 
a fourteenth-century book, recently in Mr. Yates Thompson’s library, 
and a thirteenth-century Bible, no. 3 in Mr. Pierpont Morgan’s 
collection. I should say that the most normal set is the following 


(Queen Mary’s Psalter, Arundel 83, Peterhouse 153, &c., &c.) : 
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Petrus. Credo... terre. Ter. Patrem inuocabunt me qui 
feci celum et terram. 
Andreas. Etin...dominum Dauid. Dominus dixit ad me 
nostrum. Filius meus es tu. 
Lacobus maior. Qui conceptus Tsaias. Ecce uirgo, etc. 
... uirgine. 
Tohannes. Passus...sepultus. Zacharias. Aspicient omnes 
ad me quem confixerunt. 
Lhomas. Descendit...mortuis. Osee. O mors, etc. 
Tacobus minor. Ascendit... Amos. Qui edificat, etc. 
omnipotentis. 
Philippus. Inde...mortuos. Ma/achias. Accedam ad uos in 
iudicio et ero testis uelox. 
Bartholomeus. Credo...sanc- oe/, Effundam de spiritu meo 
tum. super omnem carnem. 
Matheus. Sanctameccl.—com- 4ddias. Inuocabunt omnes no- 
munionem, men domini et seruient el. 
Symon. Remissionem peccato- Micheas. Deponet omnes iniqui 
rum. | tates uestras. | : 
Iudas Thadeus. Carnis resur- Exechiel, Educam uos de sepul- 
rectionem. cris uestris. 
Mathias. Et uitam eternam. Danie/. Euigilabunt omnes alii 
Amen. ad uitam alii ad obprobrium. 


This is another case in which the earliest form of the cycle has 
not been determined. It will probably prove to be a homily on, 
or exposition of, the Creed, not earlier, I should guess, than the 
eleventh century. 


ii, Pictures in the Psalter (and Canticle ). 


These are confined to ten historiated initials and one border. 

The Psalms marked by historiated initials are those which 
begin the sections for use at Matins on the several days of the 
week, viz. : 


Sunday, i. Beatus uir. 

Monday, xxvi. Dominus illuminatio. 
Tuesday, xxxvill. Dixit custodiam. 
Wednesday, lu. Dixit insipiens. 
Thursday, Ixviii. Sa/uum me fac. 
Friday, Ixxx. Exultate _ 

Saturday, xcvil. Cantate. 


Then that for Sunday vespers, cix. Dixit Dominus. 
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The first of the Songs of Degrees or Gradual Psalms, cxix. 
Ad dominum. 

The first of the Canticles from Scripture which follow the 
Psalter, viz. : Isa. xii. Conftebor s161. 

The old division into three fifties, in which Psalm li. Ouid 
gloriaris and ci. Domine exaudi have large initials, is not noticed 
here. It very often accompanies the eight-fold division. 


1. The decoration of the first page of the text falls into three 
arts. : 
. a. The initial of the Psalm Beatus uir. David, youthful, 
crowned, sits cross-legged playing his harp. 

Just above the letter on the 7. is a chafiinch. 

6. The r. border of the page has a Jesse-tree (such as, in 
earlier Psalters, we usually find filling the initial B). 

This one has at the bottom Jesse reclining ; then, going up- 
wards, David playing the harp, Solomon with a scroll, a king with 
crossed legs and his hand to his face—probably one of the bad © 
kings—the Virgin and Child seated, Christ seated blessing. At 
the top corner are daisy-buds. 

c. In the lower border on /. the boy David, his sling in his 
r. hand, and round stones in the lap of his tunic. Next three 
sheep: then on 7. Goliath in mail with long surcoat, holding 
a spear with a small banner in his 7. hand and a shield with a mon- 
strous bearded face embossed on it in purple in his 7. The stone 
is in his forehead. 

2. Dominus illuminatio. David, crowned and bearded, kneels 
before a draped altar on r. and points to his eye. The head of 
Christ is seen above in a cloud. 

3. Dixit custodiam. Similar: but David is beardless, and 
points to his mouth. | 

4. Dixit insipiens. David crowned, seated with sceptre. Be- 
fore him on r. stands the fool, bald, with a cloak about him, gnawing 
at a cake, and holding a short curved stick. 

5. Saluum me fac. Above, Christ, half-length, in cloud, 
holding orb, and blessing : below, Jonah, snails being swallowed or 
cast up by the fish. 

6. Exultate. David sits, crowned, and plays on a ring of five 
bells with two hammers. 

_ 7. Cantate. ‘Three clerks, the foremost in a cope, the others 
in long white surplices, sing from a book on a lectern on r. 


8. Dixit dominus. The Father (r.) and the Son (/.) seated on 
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a single throne. The Dove descends from a cloud between them. 
Both are blessing : the Father’s 4 hand rests on the orb. 

9. Ad dominum. A beardless figure in blue habit kneels before 
a draped altar. Christ’s head seen in a cloud above. 

10. Confitebor. Christ seated full-face, blessing : His / hand 
rests on the orb. 

The Office of the Dead is only illustrated by an initial to 
Placebo (not reproduced here) showing a bier with blue pall, and 
four candles about it. 

This series is entirely normal in subject and treatment, and the 
execution of it does not seem to have elicited the highest powers of 
the artist any more than the pictures in the Kalendar. But a 
beautiful feature is the fine white ornamentation upon the coloured 
grounds which surround the initials. 


iv. Lhe Bestiary. 


Here, and in the pictures prefixed to the Psalter, we have the 
finest work in the book. The first page, with its lovely initial, its 
miniature, and border, is a most admirable example of English 
fourteenth-century art. 

But before I describe the pictures in detail, a short account of 
the text which they illustrate is necessary ; and this is very hard to 
write. 

If we read the text we shall find that the backbone of it is the 
twelfth book of the Etymologiae (sometimes called Origines) of 
Isidore of Seville (d. 636) eked out by long insertions from the 
Hexaémeron of St. Ambrose (libb. v, vi) and by passages from 
the Polyhistor or Liber memorabilium of Julius Solinus, and, less 
commonly, from Pliny’s atural History (which furnishes material, 
of course, to Isidore himself) : and also, in many sections, from an 
authority who is simply called Physto/ogus, and whose observations 
are accompanied by a spiritual application. Now, though Isidore 
and Ambrose form the backbone of the text, Physso/ogus is really the 
ultimate source of the whole compilation ; and his identity is still 
a puzzle. 

Rufinus of Aquileia (d. 410), in his exposition of the Blessing 
of Jacob, quotes, apropos of the Lion of Judah, the statement of 
Physiologus that the lion’s whelp sleeps for three days after birth : 
and this is probably the first certain mention of our writing. The 
second is in the ‘ Gelasian’ decree concerning books to be received 


and to be rejected. Ostensibly it is of the end of the fifth century 
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(or, for it is sometimes attributed to Damasus, of the fourth), but there 
is now a tendency to lower its date to the sixth. It cannot be later. 

Its testimony is explicit and unique. Liber Physiologus ab 
hereticis conscriptus et beati Ambrosit nomine praesignatus, apocry- 
phus. No one else tells us that it was current under the name of 
St. Ambrose, and no manuscript assigns it to him. There is much 
spiritualized natural history in St. Ambrose’s Hexaémeron, and this 
may account for the attribution. But St. Ambrose does not give any 
of the really fabulous statements (except in the case of the Phoenix) 
which characterize Physiologus. 

Anyhow we may be sure that in the fifth century at least, and 
very likely a good deal earlier, a book was current under this name 
containing religious applications of the habits and natures of animals. 

Such books exist in Greek, Syriac, Armenian, Ethiopic, Latin, 
and most western vernaculars. None of the Greek texts are really 
ancient ; most of them indeed are very late in language and vocabu- 
lary. The commonest attribution of these is to St. Epiphanius 
(cent. iv). Very likely the Syriac is the oldest existing text we have. 

The formula of the oldest texts is usually ‘The Physiologus 
says so-and-so . . . Do thou, O man of God, remember’ (or the like), 
which is also a common form with St. Ambrose in the Hexaémeron. 
Phystologus is, of course, not a proper name here ; it merely means 
‘a writer about nature’ or ‘a student of nature’. What particular 
writer or student is being cited we are never told. It is conceivable 
that the reader is meant to understand Aristotle to be the authority. 
(If so, the injustice is a grave one.) Others would refer it to some 
early Christian author, e.g. Tatian’s lost book zrept {wwyv ; but this 
is shadowy. 

_ I suppose it to have been in the course of the twelfth century 
that the Physio/ogus, which is a short book in some forty sections, 
was revised and expanded into the Bestsary as we have it, and that 
the Bestiary became one of the standard picture-books of the day. 

As a picture-book it was particularly common in this country. 
Leading early English examples are Mr. Pierpont Morgan’s MS. 
from Worksop, formerly William Morris’s, Royal MS. 12. C. xix ; 
12. F. xiii. from Rochester, Add. 11283, Harley 4751, Ashmole 
1511, Cambridge University Library, li. 4. 26, Kk. 4. 25. But 
a full list cannot be attempted here. 

Probably the most comprehensive Latin Bestiary that is acces- 
sible in print is that which appears among the works of Hugh of 
St. Victor (Migne Parr. Lat. clxxvil, or opp. ed. Venet. 1588, 


tom. ii), The order of this leaves much to be desired, and the 
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text is not critically edited. A good but imperfect copy which 
exactly agrees in order with the printed text is that at Sidney Sussex 
College, Cambridge, MS. roo. 

It begins with what is sometimes called the Aviarium of 
Hugo de Folieto—a long epistle to one Rainer upon the spiritual 
significance of the dove in Scripture, followed by disquisitions on 
other birds, some of which are taken straight from the Physiolopus 
or the Bestiary. Then follows the Bestiary proper, beginning with 

Bestiarum vocabulum (Isidore x11. 11.) 
followed by 
De Leone. Leo ex graeco uocabulo 

There are repetitions, and sections on birds and water-beasts 
which strictly should not be there. 

At cap. 12 of Lib. III in the print we make a fresh start with 

Omnibus animantibus Adam primus (Isid. x11. 1.) 
followed by Ouis and other domestic beasts. 

The Ant and Hedgehog close this section, and we start upon 
Birds : 

Auium unum quidem est nomen (Isid. x. vii, from 
Ambr. Hexaém. v. 47.) 
The Bee and the tree Perindeus end this. 
Reptiles follow : 


Anguis omnium serpentium est genus (Isid. x11. iv.) 
ending with 
Vermis est animal . . . perlabitur. (Isid. x11. v.) 
Fish come next: | 
Pisces dicti unde et pecus (Isid. x11. vi.) 
ending in xu. vi. 63, loliginum et his similium. , 
Trees: 
Arborum nomen a robore (Isid. xvit. vi.) © 


continuing, with many omissions, to xviI. vil. 53, Scribe in buxo. 

After this are various sections which most Bestiaries do not 
contain : upon Stones, upon Nature in general (Isid. x1. 1, Natura 
dicta eo quod), continuing with the members of the body (x1. 1. 25, 
Prima pars corporis caput) and ending with the Ages of Man (x1. ii). 

The sections on Beasts, Birds, Reptiles, and Fishes are those 
which concern us. That on Trees is omitted in our MS., as in 
many others. 

We see that there has been rearrangement of Isidore’s text, 
probably progressive rearrangement. His second chapter (Be- 
stiarum uocabulum) is placed before his first (Omnibus animantibus). 


Why is this? I suppose in deference to the order of the old 
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Physiologus, which always begins with the Lion, the king of beasts. 
We also see that the classes of Beasts, Birds, &c., have been purged 
of extraneous matter. The Physio/ogus mixes them up completely : 
the twelfth-century Latin Bestiaries (e.g. Mr. Pierpont Morgan’s 
from Worksop, and the Royal MS. 12. C. xix) put the /apides ignt- 
feri and the Ostrich among beasts. Our MS. avoids this, and is 
only guilty of classing the Siren or Mermaid with birds (perhaps 
because she sings), the Ant among beasts, and the Bee among birds 
(following Ambrose here). 

Ours is, in fact, a late specimen of its class, and I regard it as 
not wholly finished, for not only does it omit the section on Trees, 
but in that on Fishes there is but one picture, whereas in most 
copies the Aspidochelone, the Whale, and the Serra furnish some of 
the most sensational illustrations. 

The little I have said here is only meant to furnish a clue to 
readers of this book. Those who wish to pursue the subject have 
a large amount of printed literature to master, and still more in the 
way of MSS. (to say nothing of sculpture and glass windows) to 
examine. There is no comprehensive list of MS. Bestiaries in exis- 
tence. For texts of the Physiologus the Spicilegium Solesmense of 
Cardinal Pitra, and the Greek edited by Lauchert must be read. 
The largest collection of illustrations yet brought together is in 
Cahier and Martin’s Mé/anges d’ Archéologie, vol. u. 

Pictures in the Bestiary : 

f. 189 has a partial border of oak and ivy-leaf. On the 7. is 
a splendid grotesque with bow and arrow. 

1. The initial has a lion seated among ivy-leaves, most beauti- 
fully painted. 

2. The Miniature has five intersecting circles set in a square ; 
the grounds are of gold, patterned red, and patterned blue. The 
medallions show : 

a. Hunters on /. The lion on +. obliterates his tracks with 

his tail. 

6. He roars over his whelp to raise it. The whelp, born dead, 
is thus quickened on the third day : a type of the Resur- 
rection. 

c. He looks at or is attacked by a serpent, probably the Leonto- 
phonos, the ashes of which are poison to the lion. 

d. He sniffs at a dead man (or one feigning death), but will 
not attack him. 

e. He eats a monkey, which cures him of sickness (Ambrose, 
Hexaem.). 
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There is also an initial containing a human bust. These occur 
often in the book, but do not demand notice. 

The remainder of the pictures are of various sizes and shapes. 
They have frames in gold or colour with projecting leaves. The 
grounds are of gold or of blue and red, patterned, and sometimes 
divided into halves or quarters. 

Since reproductions of them are before the reader, I shall rather 
explain than describe them. | 

3. The Tiger. The huntsman captures her cub and rides off. 
When the tigress pursues, he throws down a glass mirror or ball. 
The tigress mistakes the small image of herself for the cub, and 
delays. And so on ad /ibitum till the hunter reaches a place of 
safety. 

4. The Pard. 

f.190. 5. ThePanther attracts all animals by the fragrance of its 
breath, except the dragon, which we see disappearing into the ground. 

6. The Antelope when thirsty goes to the Euphrates and plays 
among the tamarisks, till its serrated horns are entangled in the 
branches. It then cries out, and the hunters hear, and come and 
kill it. 

7. The Unicorn, savage to all else, will lay its head in the lap 
of a pure maiden, and so the hunter kills it. 

8. The Lynx. 

- g. The Griffin standing on an ox, which it will carry off in its 
taions. 

f.1g1. 10. The Elephant witha castle full of warriors on his back. 

11. The Beaver, pursued for the sake of its glands, bites them 
off. Another shows the hunter that they are already gone. 

12. The horns of the Ibex are so strong that they support it 
when it falls perpendicularly from an immense height. 

13. The Hyena devours a corpse in the grave. 

f.192. 14. The Bonnacon with curly horns: a hunter with 
horn on the /. 

15. The Monkey when pursued carries its favourite child in 
its arms and the one it does not love on its back. But it has to 
drop the favourite eventually, and make off with the other. 

16. The Satyr, with a tail. 

17. The Deer draws snakes out of the ground with its breath 
and eats them. When deer cross a river each supports its head on 
the hind-quarters of the one before it. 

18. Two white wild goats feeding on leaves. 

f. 193. 19. A red Roe with leaf-like horns. 
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20. The Monoceros, maned, with single horn. 

21. Two Bears face to face: the one on 7. is licking the shape- 
less cub into form. __ 

22. The Leucro(co)tta, with grinning mouth : its teeth are all 
in one piece. 

23. The Crocodile, a hairy, horned quadruped, couching on 
water with fishes in it, eats a man. 

24. The Manticora, with bearded human head and barbed tail. 

25. The Parandrus, an antlered deer with feet like those of 
a bird. 

26. The Fox lies on its back feigning death, and birds fly down 
and are caught by it. 

f.194. 27. The Eale, black, with large horns pointing forwards: 
they are movable. 

28. The Wolf biting his paw: on r. is a fold of sheep and 
a barking dog in the doorway. The wolf has roused them by treading 
on a stick, and revenges himself on his paw. 

29. A group of some ten Dogs of various breeds. The / part 
is somewhat smeared. 

30. A King ‘Garamantes’ on /. He was captured; two 
hundred dogs in a body attacked his enemies and rescued him. 

f.195. 31. On/ lies a dead man: on his body sits a dog barking 
at two birds, one in the air, one on a tree. On 7. the dog attacks one 
of two men armed with clubs. ‘ The dog of Montargis.’ The story 
in the text is located at Antioch : it is taken from Ambrose, Hexaém. 

At this point we come to the section on domestic beasts, be- 
ginning Omnibus animantibus, the proper beginning, as we have 
seen, of Isidore, lib. xu. 

32. Adam naming the beasts. He sits, robed, facing r., and 
before him are five beasts, lion, horse, ox, tiger ?, wolf?; behind him 
are two trees with birds. Daisy-buds at the corners of the picture. 

33. A Sheep. 


39. An Ox. 

40. Two men handling a square bale of merchandise which 
they are about to put on the back of a Camel. 

41. A Dromedary with hardly any hump. 

42. A Donkey. 
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43. An Onager mutilating its newborn male colt. 

44. Two Horses face to face. 

f.197. 45. A Cat. 

46. Four Mice eating leaves. 

47. A Weasel. - 

f.198. 48. A Mole. 

49. Two Hedgehogs carrying off apples in their mouths. An 
apple-tree in c. 

50. A number (8) of Ants. Corn growing on /, stubble (?) 
on ¢. 


Here begin Birds. 


51. A row of seven birds, perhaps Doves, facing r. 

52. The Eagle. On / it sits in a nest and looks at the sun: 
of its two eaglets one looks up, the other looks down: the parent’s 
foot is on it, to push it out as unworthy. On 1. the eagle plunges 
head downwards into water to renew its youth. 

f.199. 53. The Vulture: a human foot in its beak. 

54. The Crane. One stands sentinel on / with a stone in its 
claw : if it sleeps, the stone drops and wakes it. On +r. stand five 
other cranes with their beaks to the ground, whether sleeping or 
feeding, I see not. Comparison of other pictures seems to show 
that they ought to have their heads under their wings and be 
sleeping. 

55. A Parrot. 

56. A nude sick man in bed. A white Charadrius is perched 
on him and looks at him, a sign of recovery. A second perched on 
his feet is turned away from him, a sign of death. 

57. Storks. Above, one is on the water and two crows (which 
precede and guide the storks in their flight) are in the air. Below, 
a stork eats a snake. 

f.200. 58. Three Swans on the water. 

59. The Ibis. Above, one cleans its tail with its beak. Below, 
one brings snake’s eggs to its young in the nest. 

60. Two Ostriches. One looks up to see if the right star 
for hatching eggs is in the sky: the other arranges the eggs in 
the sand. 

61. The Fulica or Coot. A small bird among branches. Its 
great excellence is that it stays at home. 

62. The Halcyon, like a stork. 

63. The Phoenix. On / we see it inside its ball of spices, 
looking at the sun which will set fire to it. On 7. it lies dead in 
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the ball, and a little winged dragon, which will become the new 
Phoenix, flies away. 

f.201. 64. The Cinnamolgus or Goatsucker in its nest of cinna- 
mon in the top of a tree ; a man is slinging at it to get the cinnamon. 

65. The Hercynian bird (whose feathers shine in the dark). 

Ph Three young Hoopoes pluck out their parent : —e 

. The Pelican: on / it kills its young with its beak : 
r. in he nest it sheds its own blood to revive them. 

68. The Owl (unlike the bird) with head turned down to 
avoid the sun which shines above. 

69. The Siren swimming with a fish in each hand. On Lis 
a ship full of people. 

, 70. The Partridge (a) steals eggs out of another’s nest ; (4) in 
the nest with her young ; (c) three of the young follow thets true 
parent when she calls. 

71. A Magpie. 

f.202. 72. A Hawk in the nest flaps its wings to turn out the 
young bird (on 7.) to seek its own food. 

73. A Nightingale perched on a mound of eggs, singing. 

74. Three Bats. 

75. A Crow looks at three young ones in the nest to see 
if they are black, like itself: previously to which it will not 
feed them. 

76. A Raven (Cornix) in a tree. A man sits on 7., taking 
auguries from its cry. 

77. A Dove ona tree on 7, On 7. a hawk (?) flying: below 
it another bird in the water. This should be the dove which plunges 
into water when it sees the hawk, and so escapes ; but it is here 
drawn like a hawk. 

78. A Dove covering its nest with squills which frighten away 
the wolf, who runs off on /. 

f.203. 79. A Swallow flying. 

80. Two Quails flying over water. 

81. A Peacock. 

82. A Hoopoe (Upupa : the other was Epops). 

83. A Cock and Hen. 

84. Two Ducks. 

85. Two bee-hives: Bees flying to 7. among trees. 

f, 204. 86. A larger picture. The tree Perindeus with doves 
perched in it. As long as they are within the shade of it, the dragon 
cannot touch them. A great dragon lies on his back in front: and 
above his open mouth five doves are flying in air. 
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Of Reptiles. 

87. Three Snakes. 

88. A two-legged Dragon, blue and red. 

f.205. 8g. The Basilisk with cock’s head and snake’s tail. 
About it fly birds (which it kills with its eye) : a weasel, which alone 
can kill it, attacks it in front. On the rv. of the picture are three 
little winged snakes. 

go. Two four-legged Vipers : the female swallowing the male. 
The heads of its young break out of its side. 

g1. A winged Asp lays one ear against a mound and puts its 
tail into the other. A beardless man, or woman, the charmer, 
stands on 7. 

f.206. 92. The Scitalis, a snake with dragon’s head and ears. 

93. The Amphisbaena, a two-legged dragon, with a second 
head on its tail. 

94. The Hydrus, winged, plunging into the mouth of the 
Crocodile, which lies on its back in the water. 

95. The Boa sucking a cow. 

96. The Jaculus, a dragon on a tree, about to dart at three 
passing sheep. 

97. The white snake Sirena biting the leg of a reclining man. 

98. The Seps, a white snake. 

gg. Six Dipsae in a row attack a man on r. 

100. A Lizard. 

101. A Salamander in an apple-tree licks and poisons the fruit. 
On /. a man with an apple in his hand lies dead. On r. the sala- 
mander in the fire. 

102. The Saura, a lizard grown blind through age, emerges 
from a hole in a stone wall looking towards the rising sun, and 
recovers sight. 

103. Two Stelliones, one a dragon, the other six-legged. 

f.207. 104. Four blue-striped snakes: one rolling off its old 
skin; one about to drink at a stream, when it has to lay aside its 
venom ; one attacking a clothed man (on r.); one fleeing from 
a nude man (also on 7.) 

Of Fishes. 

105. Two fish face to face. 


With the exception of the numerous busts which occur in 
initials, these are all the figure-subjects which occur in our manu- 
script. What number of artists have been employed upon them 
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I feel a difficulty in deciding. My guess is that the Kalendar and 
Psalter-pictures are by one hand, and the Bestiary-pictures by one 
hand: and I do not see why that hand should not be the same 
for the two sets. The full-page pictures before the Psalter are 
likely to be by another artist. The great excellence of the first 
page of the Bestiary is not by itself a reason for postulating a 
different hand. 

The script of the book (apart from the obviously later additions, 
in the two Chronicles) varies markedly in size, that of the Psalter 
being immensely larger than the rest. But in character it is won- 
derfully uniform, and I see no reason why it should not all be the 
work of one scribe. The names and scrolls of the Prophets and 
Apostles are certainly in another hand. 


Other Peterborough Psalters 


By way of an appendix I may well be expected to say some- 
thing about other books, of the same character as ours, which are 
connected with Peterborough Abbey. 

1. The earliest known to me is the MS. Bodley Douce 296 
of the eleventh century: a fine Psalter and Cantica, with a single 
picture of Christ treading on the lion and dragon. It has Kyne- 
burga, Kyneswitha, and Tibba in the Kalendar and Litany: Peter 
and Guthlac have double invocations in the Litany, and Florentinus 
occurs there also. See further, Madan’s Summary Catalogue, 
no. 21870. Mr. Nicholson argued for Ely as its place of origin, 
but I think he was wrong. 

2. Society of Antiquaries, Burlington House. The unglossed 
Psalter of Robert de Lindsey, Abbot of Peterborough from 1214 
to 1222. It has a Peterborough Kalendar and Litany, three pages 
of drawings of New Testament subjects, full-page pictures of the 
Crucifixion, and a Majesty, and full-page initial to Beatus vir, 
together with seven historiated initials in the Psalter. 

See Cockerell in Catalogue of the Exhibition of Illuminated 
MSS., Burlington Club, 1908, no. 37 and pl. 36. 

3. St. John’s College, Cambridge, no. 81. The Glossed 
Psalter of Abbot Robert de Lindsey. The Kalendar here is of 
London, so, whatever our view may be of other books in this list, 
we cannot claim this as a Peterborough production. It has Kalendar- 
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pictures, and New Testament pictures, a Beatus, and nine Psalter- 
initials. 

See Cockerell, /.c., no. 34 and pl. 35, and my Catalogue of the 
St. John’s College MSS. 

4. Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, no. 12, has a Peter- 
borough Kalendar and Litany, and a fine full-page Crucifixion and 
Beatus ; the latter figured in my Catalogue. The Psalter-initials are 
mainly decorative. This book also is of cent. xiii. | 

5. Brussels, Bibliothéque Royale, no. 9961-3. First noticed 
by M. Delisle in his Mélanges de paltographie, &c., pp. 197-207, 
since fully reproduced by P. van den Gheyn in the Musée des 
Enluminures (Klinksieck, 1912.) 

The text is all in gold, azure, and red. 

If the Peterborough provenance were not clear from the 
Kalendar and Litany, it would be proved by the pictures, which, 
as I have shown (Camé. Ant. Soc. Proc., vol. ix), are copies of those 
with which Abbot William de Waterville adorned the choir of his 
church in the twelfth century, and some of which survived until the 
Civil War. They area long series of types and antitypes, distributed 
at intervals through the book. 

The book is older than ours. M. Delisle assigned it to the 
middle of the thirteenth century : I wonder if this was not too early 
a date. 

On the margins have been painted a great many French coats 
of arms—later additions—and the book is traceable in the old 
inventories of the library of Charles V (Delisle, Recherches 1. 172 and 
foll.). By about 1414 it had disappeared from the Louvre. 

I believe I have discovered under what circumstances it left 
Peterborough. In Sparke’s edition of Walter de Whittlesey’s FZsstory 
of Peterborough (p. 173) we read of Abbot Godfrey de Croyland 
(1299-1321), that he entertained two Cardinals with great magni- 
 ficence at Peterborough, and that to one of them named Gaucelin 
he gave ‘quoddam psalterium literis aureis et assuris scriptum et 
mirabiliter luminatum’. This Gaucelin was Gaucelin d’Euse, a 
Frenchman, and nephew of Pope John XXII, by whom he was 
raised to the Cardinalate in 1316: he died Bishop of Albano 
in 1348. This gift to a French cardinal would explain very well 
the presence of the Brussels book in France: and we need not 
cavil at the omission of red from the statement of the colours in 
which it is written, for in Gilles Malet’s entry of it in the old 
Louvre Catalogue it is merely said to be ‘tout escript en lettre 
d’or et d’azur’, 
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This is certainly the most sumptuous of Peterborough Psalters, 
though I think that the best work in ours is superior to anything 
in it. It has also the best right, in view of the reproductions of 
Peterborough paintings which it contains, to be regarded as a work 
of art native to the monastery. 

6. Bodley MS., Barlow 22. The Psalter of fr. Walter de 
Rouceby, who died in 1341. It has Peterborough Kalendar and 
Litany, five pages of New Testament pictures containing nineteen 
subjects, and ten historiated initials. The work is fine, especially 
on the Beatus page ; but it does not intimately resemble anything 
in our book. 


M. R. JAMES. 
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